
Dear Sir,


I am extremely concerned with BEC’s plans to construct and operate a Bunker C-fueled power plant at Wilson City on Abaco.  This plant will be in one of if not the most environmentally sensitive areas on the whole island.


The plant site is less than a half a mile from the Bight of Old Robinson – not 2 to 3 miles, as BEC claims – and there are blue holes and large areas of mangroves less than a mile away.  The Pelican Cays Park is only a few 100 yards north of the proposed fuel dock.  The pipeline will run through extensive mangrove areas and right along the shore of Spencer Bight.  If the pipeline is buried, it will be below sea level in these areas.  As such, any fuel leakage, from the plant, the pipeline, or the dock, will negatively impact the island’s principal fish nurseries in a dramatic way.


According to the EIA, the plant will also be injecting oily waste water through the Marsh Harbour-Lake City Aquifer, which supplies all of Marsh Harbour’s water.  Water contamination, both fresh and salt, is almost inevitable.


Furthermore, contrary to BEC’s claim that the nearest settlement is Spring City, the communities of Cherokee Sound, Little Harbour and Casuarina Point are all less than 6 miles from the plant site, with a total of 300-400 homes – not merely “one or two foreigners”, as the Prime Minister said recently.  There are also numerous farms, including Big Bird, that will be right downwind of the plant in prevailing winds.  Also within the 6-mile range are the Neem farm, the Ritz-Carlton development at Winding Bay, and the development under construction on Lynyard Cay. 

This plant will ruin not only the tourism industry of Abaco but also the fishing and farming industries, in addition to the people’s health and fresh water supply.  While these concerns were not taken into account before the building of the plant began without appropriate permits, I hope that the government and BEC will take these important concerns into account now as there is still time to switch to cleaner fuels or ensure that emissions controls are also installed in this new, poorly sited Wilson City Power Plant.

Sincerely, 

