Dear Sir,

In Copenhagen, Prime Minister Hubert Ingraham recently told world leaders 
about the direct consequences that climate change will have on this country. 

He added that the Bahamas is "committed to collaborating with the family of 
nations to ensure our own survival and the survival of humankind in a 
sustainable development model for planet Earth." 

The Government has also pledged to rid our dependence on fossil fuels 
entirely in 15 years; an extremely admirable goal. Yet all of this is 
meaningless rhetoric so long as the proposed Wilson City Power Plant moves 
forward to become the fourth of its kind to be built in our nation. Due to 
costs, health concerns and detrimental environmental effects, Bunker C use 
for electricity production in the United States, for example, has gone from 
16.8% in 1973 to 3% today. Yet in the Bahamas we are ramping up our use of 
the dirtiest-burning fuels that will contribute more so than other viable 
options to the global warming consequences that we seek to combat. Thus the 
Prime Minister’s bold and promising words to a global audience are nothing 
without meaningful plans to bring sustainable energy production to fruition. 

Bahamians have been told that renewable energy is not viable and yet 
Ingraham begs of the developed world to "support the efforts of small, 
vulnerable states such as ours by increasing and simplifying access to 
financing to modernise our electrical infrastructure, produce smarter 
electricity grids, adopt renewable technology and implement environmentally 
sound planning and development strategies for coastal and wetland 
protection.” The $105 million being spent on the Bunker C plant in Wilson 
City surely would have gone a long way in kick starting these efforts. It is 
time the Bahamian government put its money where its mouth is. 

Sincerely,

